
Summer Worship Schedule

Sundays 10:00am

Saturdays 6:00pm

Pilgrimage PonderingsPilgrimage PonderingsPilgrimage PonderingsPilgrimage Ponderings

The Trumpet
The Trumpet
The Trumpet
The Trumpet
The Trumpet

Trinity Lutheran Church
509 Center Street, Bryan, OH

419-636-3387

 Pastor Mary Beth Smith-Gunn

 pastortlcbryan@yahoo.com

 419-799-0169

 Deacon Jean Wise

 jeanwise22@gmail.com

 419-633-2233

Aug 23, 6:30pm Catechism

Student/Parent Meeting

7:30pm National Youth 

Gathering Meeting 

Both at St. Peter’s, Edon

Trinity Lutheran Church
Dartball League

DARTBALL

September 19th

7:00pm 

Mission Quilters

September 12th

12:30-4:00pm

Bell Choir Practice

begins Wed, Sept 6

4:00pm at First

Sept 9-16, 

Williams County Fair

There is no denying the impact of climate change on our seasons, perhaps 

the most obvious being the unexpectedly dry summer and warmer than 

normal winter. We have a pond on our property, in rural Bryan, and I have 

noted that in the 15 years I've lived here the pond has never been lower than 

it is this summer. Our lawn is already like straw. It's amazing that the crops 

in the fields are thriving as well as they are - evidence of hybridization of 

seed and miraculous creativity of God. Without diligent watering of gardens 

there would be limited harvest.

Over the past few months, as an additional aspect of my increased 

consciousness regarding the need for hydration, I have sent Rachel, (who is 

still on her grand bicycle adventure from Atlantic to Pacific,) boxes packed 

full of items to supplement the water she carries in a hydration pack on her 

bike - the supplements are called Liquid IV. They add electrolytes and other 

important elements to the water to aid her body while exercising at varying 

altitudes, and extreme temperatures.

We are water dependent for life. Battles over our local aquafer and news 

reports highlighting both flooding and drought conditions remind us that 

water is life and water is powerful. So is baptism life and powerful. Water 

splashed on our heads, with the promise of God's eternal claim spoken, gives 

us life and power.

Martin Luther, the founder of our tradition in Christianity, would say, 

"When you wash your face each day, remember you are baptized." Hydrate 

yourself in that gift. Let God's claim as beloved seep into your very soul. 

Allow the promise of power and life, to encourage and lift you in hope. Walk 

wet in the world and drip goodness and grace everywhere you go.

Peace be with you, always!

Pastor Mary Beth Smith-Gunn

http://www.edon.k12.oh.us
mailto:helf.4@osu.edu
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A very special birthday in the month of 

August.  On the 18th, Charter Member, 

Marion Rickenberg, Hillside Country 

Living, 09876 Co. Rd. 16, #715B, will be 

98.   To Marion we wish God’s continued 

blessings on her journey of faith and 

life.

August Birthdays

Aug / Sept Prayer Quote
“Prayer is a relationship of love:  our love for

God and God’s love for us.  It is love which 

makes prayer effective and not empty.  It is

love which makes it possible for prayer to 

move mountains.”  Br. James Koester

Aug / Sept Bible Verse

Aug / Sept Ebenezer

There is no omission in the 

great commission.  Matthew 18:19

Congratulations to the Graduate!!

Ashley Beaver, wife of Owen, daughter of 

Rick & Julie Taylor and granddaughter of

Floyd & Mary Ann Taylor, graduates on August 12 from

Huntington University with her Doctorate in 

Occupational Therapy.

 

 

  

 

 

 

September is birthday month 

for a couple special Trinity 

folks.  First, on the 19th, we 

Happy Birthday

have Altha Dooley, Hillside Country 

Living,  09876 Co. Rd. 16, # 715B 

celebrates her 95th birthday.     Then on 

the 30th, Arlene Dahl, 255 Townline 

Road will be 87.  To these special ladies we extend best 

wishes and ask that God bless them.

 

Look Who’s New in Pink...

Congratulations to Anthony & Karie on the 

birth of their daughter, Malicia Fae, born on 

June 30th.

Congratulations also to Grandparents, Rodney & Diana 

Missler.

Sincere Christian sympathy 

and prayerful support to the 

following...

Marsha Kirkpatrick with the passing of her sister-in-

law, Sharon Heckel who passed away on June 12th, at the 

age of 67.

“Rest eternal, grant them, O Lord: 

and let light perpetual shine upon them”

celebration of my 90th birthday.  It was good to have our 

whole family here together!  You are all a meaningful part 

of our family.  We cherish you dearly.  For all these gifts 

we give our thanks.  Pastor Proctor

Thank you to everyone that has been donating hors 

d’oeuvres to our coffee / fellowship hour after the 

combined services with First Lutheran.  Member Care 

Outreach

Thank you everyone for all of the items you have supplied 

me with as I set up in my new rental house.  I appreciate 

everything and everyone of you very much.  Rob Goodlive

›

Trinity Lutheran Church
Dartball League

It’s time for Trinity Lutheran Dartball League.  

Our first game should be scheduled for 

Tuesday, September 20th at 7:00pm.  We 

hadn’t received our schedule at the time of the 

Trumpet mailing so if anything is different we will be sure 

to get that information to you.   Anyone 14 years of age or 

older, interested in playing, contact Rob Goodlive at 419-

553-0652.   

Dartball

A warm and hearty 

thanks for all the love, 

care and friendship 

shared with us at the 

›

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “but 

those who drink of the water that I will give 

them will never be thirsty. The water that I 

 will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 

up to eternal life.” John 4:14



WISE WORDS
Can you name the season we are in for the church year?  Each Sunday in our church bulletins, it 

reminds us this is the _____ Sunday after Pentecost.  But this time of year is also called the 

Ordinary Season. Which name do you prefer?

Doesn't it seem strange that Easter is a season of 50 days, Christmas of 12 and Pentecost, 

celebrating the birth of the church only gets one day? But the Ordinary or After Pentecost 

season goes on for weeks on the liturgical calendar from now until the beginning of Advent.

Ordinary time sounds so drab, doesn't it? However, it helps to realize that “Ordinary” does not mean boring or mundane. 

The origin of the name Ordinary Time comes from the Latin word ordinalis, which means “numbered.” This is the season 

that is not named for a major feast. The weeks are numbered instead. It is meant to be the season when we are God's 

people focus on our work out into the world. This is the time for mission, for compassion, for caring and sharing. This is 

the season when we show ourselves as the people of God with the values of peace and justice and love that are the 

hallmark of God's kingdom. 

In our churches in Ordinary Time, we hear stories about how Jesus lived out his mission on earth. During this season the 

emphasis is also on how we are called to live out the Gospel while on earth.  How do we live as Christ one day at a time, not 

only in the notable experiences of life, but also in the mundane?

Ordinary time provides a perfect canvas on which to portray how God works through us in daily life in our families, our 

work, our relationships with our neighbors, in our communities, and in the world, in our care for creation, in our recreation 

and leisure activities.

Listen to the Bible readings and consider how you can follow Jesus more deeply in this ordinary time of year. Pay 

attention to discover God in all things. Ask God what area of your spiritual walk needs nourishment. Let's make the 

Ordinary season, a time of growth, life, and renewal and become extraordinary messengers of the Gospel, even in the 

ordinary times of life.

My prayer this season is

to see God in the bubbles of the dish water,

to feel his presence in the cold dirt as I weed,

to spend time with him on partly cloudy, average temperature days,

to marvel at his creativity in the ant, ladybug, and fly buzzing in my house,

to be grateful for the aroma of coffee and the taste of fresh peaches,

to savor the smiles of friends and the giggles of grandchildren,

to play hide and seek with a joy filled God, peeking out in the spaces of the day.   

Septembr Baptism Birthdays

4 Theresa McDowell 22 Chad Tinkel

13 Louis Witte 24 Lillian Schlade

13 Hutson Wheeler 26 Daniel Hershberger

15 Mavrick Gansmiller 29 Denise Dahl

18 Lana Kelley 31 Ann Vreeland

22 Ashley Rice

August Baptism Birthdays

BELL CHOIR
Please mark your calendar for Wednesday, September 6th to start bell choir practice at 4:00pm in First 

Lutheran’s fellowship hall.   If you have any questions, please call Suzanne at 419-636-1288 or we will hopefully 

see you on the 6th.  God Bless.  Suzanne



 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

4 5

6 7     8  9   11 12

13 14 15 16 18 19

2221 23 25

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

NO SATURDAY SERVICE

   

26

27 28

 10

17

24

3

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

 29

10:30 am Worship w/ HC

 combined service at 

First Lutheran Church

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

 

Sympathy

 August 2023

6:30pm Finance

7:00pm Council

Happy Birthday

Marion Rickenberg (98)

10:00am Worship w/ HC

10:00am Worship w/ HC

  30  31

1 2

6:30pm Catechism

Student/Parent Meeting

at St. Peter’s Edon

7:30pm National Youth

Gathering Meeting

at St. Peter’s Edon

Blessing of

the Backpacks

First Lutheran Church VBS “Superheroes of the Bible” from 6–8 pm, August 7-10.

 Scholarship

 Recognition

10:00am Worship w/ HC

20

Loaves & Fishes



AUGUST ASSIGNMENTS SEPTEMBER ASSIGNMENTS

Sept 3                 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his 

suffering yet finds in God's words the delight of his heart. 

When Peter doesn't grasp Jesus' words about suffering, 

Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing 

them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he 

urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with 

evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might 

offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

Sept 9 & 10         Fifteenth Weekend after Pentecost

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. 

Jesus' words in today's gospel are often used in situations 

having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel 

tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul 

reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in 

the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with 

gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Sept 16 & 17       Sixteenth Weekend after Pentecost

In today's second reading Paul questions why we judge one 

another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet 

we do sin against one another, and Jesus' challenge that we 

forgive seventy-seven times reveals God's boundless 

mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship 

and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism 

to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Sept 23 & 24      Seventeenth Weekend after Pentecost

Matthew narrates one of Jesus' controversial parables in 

which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a 

landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter 

what time of day they began to work. When God changes 

God's mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, 

Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding 

in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God 

that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the 

presence of God's mercy we are all beggars.

WORSHIP FOCUS SEPTEMBER

June Attendance & Offerings

Lana Kelley  419-519-2635

Jane Whisler 419-551-7469

September Altar Guild

July Attendance & Offerings

DATE PROJECTION SOUND

WORSHIP ASSISTANT

August Buddy Lynnette Rick

6 Rossow Diaz Taylor

August Joe Kim Tom

13 Whisler Reed Smith

August Rhonda Lisa Jim

20 Fackler Whitman Hitchcock

August Rob Jason Joe

27 Goodlive Johnston Whisler

DATE PROJECTION SOUND

WORSHIP ASSISTANT

September Jeff Joe Henry

3 Gunn Whisler Burklo

September Buddy Steve Rick

10 Rossow Fireovid Taylor

September Joe Keith Jim

17 Whisler Day Hitchcock

September Rhonda Lynnette Joe

24 Fackler Diaz Whisler

building use - kitchen 250.00

memorial 1015.54

roof fund 150.00

Joint Parish - First 1712.33

Joint Parish - St. Peters 3745.71

office supply reimburse 25.00

Rob - fire 25.00

First - food pantry 50.00



Would there be any interest in a roadtrip to 

          Blue Gate Theatre, Shipshewana 
Oh, you'd better not cry wolf...

After years of playing pranks on her family and friends, Candy 

Shop owner Lydia Miller experiences real-life holiday danger when 

two men break into her shop to steal her coveted candy recipe. But 

what began as a burglary, quickly escalates into a kidnapping when the burglars, rebuffed by Lydia and told much the 

town loves her and will come after them if they harm her in any way, figure they can make far more money in ransom pay.

Unfortunately, being the Amish girl who cried wolf once too often, the town believes the note is just another one of 

Lydia's pranks and they pay it no mind. This leads to a hilarious back and forth between the kidnappers, the police chief, 

the bishop, the mayor, and various family members and friends, all trying to get a better bargain for Lydia. Or, instead 

of cash, would the kidnappers take livestock? Bales of hay? Pie?

Now the kidnappers are stuck with a victim that no one seems to want back.

Lydia can't believe that no one is willing to pay the ransom, or even come see about her. She tries to convince the 

kidnappers that she really is a good person, and people really do love her. They try to convince her the same about them. 

Neither Lydia nor the kidnappers' life turned out the way they expected. They all decide to change course. All they 

want for Christmas is to celebrate it with their loved ones again.

Just when they are at their lowest point, the townspeople break down the door and "rescue" Lydia. The townspeople 

apologize for not believing her, but some ways, it was her own fault. She agrees and forgives them, promising no more 

pranks. The police chief wants her to press charges, but Lydia forgives her kidnappers, wanting to give them a second 

chance at making better decisions, too. The police chief understands, but says that'll be up to the courts.

The musical ends with her almost playing another prank, but she catches herself. She truly has changed. Maybe...

A couple of dates we are looking at would be Thurs, Nov 30; Tues, Dec 5; Wed, Dec 6; Thurs, Dec 7; or Wed, Dec 13.  The 

show is at 1:00pm and the cost for the show is $38.95 plus tax and fees.  We would want to have lunch ahead of the show 

and maybe a little shopping after the show.   We would also need a couple drivers.  

Please call the church office 419-636-3387 to voice your interest  so we can get tickets purchased and make all the 

plans necessary.

Trinity Lutheran Church

Treasurer

Thank you, Mike Bever, for your service to the church, and 

careful tending of the financial records. We will acknowledge 

Mike's tenure as Church Treasurer on Sunday, August 27. 

Plan to extend your gratitude for his service to the 

congregation.

Welcome, Kim Semer, as the Church Treasurer. Council voted to hire Kim effective June 1, 2023. Kim is an accountant 

at Schultz, Huber & Associates, Bryan. She is active in Williams County Community Theater and has deep roots in 

Bryan. Thank you for your careful tending of the church's “books,” Kim!



First Lutheran Church, Bryan 

hosts VBS “Superheroes of the 

Bible” from 6 – 8 p.m. on Monday – 

Thursday, August 7-10, 2023. 

 Williams County ELCA

Parish Catechism

All youth grades 6-8 who have not 

already been confirmed are invited to 

attend. At the first meeting a schedule of classes and 

themes will be shared. Program expectations will be 

explained. Please contact your home church office to 

indicate your intent to attend and participate so that 

resources can be ordered. 

2024 ELCA National Youth Gathering organizational 

meeting for eligible attendees and parents will be at 

7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 23, 2023 at St. 
th thPeter's, Edon. All youth who will be 8 -12  graders in 

the 2023-24 school year are eligible. The meeting will 

include discussion about registration, cost, fund 

raisers, and important dates. Parents must attend.

Blessing of the Backpacks & Prayer at the 

Start of the School Year will be 

celebrated at the Williams County ELCA 

Parish Congregations on Sunday, August 13, 2023. 

Students and all involved in teaching or guiding others in an 

educational setting are encouraged to bring their 

“backpacks” or work day essentials to church to be blessed.

Blessing of the Backpacks

thChildren age 3 through 5  grade are welcome. Adults 

are encouraged to assist in the program as available. 

For more information, contact First Lutheran Church, 

419-636-1251.

 

     



Take 5 for Faith 

5 Minutes-5 Steps Everyday!
Think about and share your Ups & Downs of the day.

 Read the suggested Bible Passage.

Reflect on its meaning for you and our world.

Pray for Family, Friends, the Church & World.

Sept 1     John 7:10-13

Sept 2   John 7:14-24

Sept 3     John 7:25-31

Sept 4   John 7:32-36

Sept 5   John 7:37-39

Sept 6    John 7:40-52

Sept 7   John 7:53-8:11

Sept 8   John 8:12-20

Sept 9   John 8:21-30

Sept 10   John 8:31-38

Sept 11   John 8:39-59

Sept 12   John 9:1-41

Sept 13   John 10:1-18

Sept 14   John 10:19-21

Jesus’ Ministyry in Judea

Sept 15   Matt. 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18

Sept 16   Matt. 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17

Sept 17   Matt. 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-32; Luke 18:18-30

Sept 18   Matt. 20:1-16

Sept 19   John 10:22-42

Sept 20   John 11:1-44

Sept 21    John 11:45-57

Sept22   Matt. 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34

Sept 23   Matt. 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45

Sept 24   Matt. 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43

Sept 25   Luke 19:1-10

Sept 26   Luke 19:11-27; Matt. 25:14-30

Sept 27   Matt. 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8

Sept 28   John 12:9-11

Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem

Sept 29   Matt. 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19

Sept 30   Luke 19:41-44

Please remember our shut-

ins with prayers, notes, 

cards, etc.  They really 

enjoy hearing from you.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Arlene Goshia

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16 #502

Bryan, OH  43506

Marion Rickenberg

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16, #807A

Bryan, OH  43506

Merle & Betty Griffis

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16, #401

Bryan, OH  43506

Altha Dooley

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16, #715B

Bryan, OH  43506

Doris Geren

01690 St. Rt. 576

Bryan, OH  43506

Jim Helbig

Hillside - The Village

09876 Co. Rd. 16 #607B

Bryan, OH  43506

Aug 1 Luke 13:6-9; Matt. 21:18-19; Mark 11:12-14

Aug 2 Luke 13:10-17

Aug 3 Luke 13:18-19; Matt. 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32

Aug 4 Luke 13:20-21; Matt. 13:33

Aug 5 Luke 13:22-30; Matt. 7:13-14

Aug 6 Luke 13:31-33

Aug 7 Luke 13:34-35; Matt. 23:37-39

Aug 8 Luke 14:1-6

Aug 9 Luke 14:7-14

Aug 10 Luke 14:15-24; Matt. 22:1-14

Aug 11 Luke 14:25-33

Aug 12 Luke 14:34-35; Matt. 5:13; Mark 9:49-50

Aug 13 Luke 15:1-7; Matt. 18:12-14

Aug 14 Luke 15:8-10

Aug 15 Luke 15:11-32

Aug 16 Luke 16:1-9

Aug 17 Luke 16:10-12

Aug 18 Luke 16:13; Mat. 6:24

Aug 19 Luke 16:14-15

Aug 20 Luke 16:16-17; Matt. 5:17-20

Aug 21 Luke 16:18; Matt. 19:1-12, Mark 10:1-12

Aug 22 Luke 16:19-31

Aug 23 Luke 171-2; Matt. 18:6-9, Mark 9:42-48

Aug 24 Luke 17:3-4; Matt. 18:15

Aug 25 Luke 17:5-6

Aug 26 Luke 17:7-10

Aug 27 Luke 17:11-19

Aug 28 Luke 17:20-37

Aug 29 Luke 18:1-8

Aug 30  Luke 18:9-14

Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem 

Aug 31 John 7:1-9

The 4th Quarter Christ In Our Home devotional booklets will be on the windowsill 

in the narthex mid-September.  Please help yourself.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

 

24

2

28 30

1

4 5 6 98 7

10 11 12

6:30pm Finance

7:00pm Council 

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

6:00pm Worship w/ HC

13

10:00am Worship w/ HC

 
  

  

1514

 
  

  Sympathy
 

  

  

September 2023

10:00am Worship w/ HC

 6:00pm Worship w/ HC

16

17
Happy Birthday

Altha Dooley 95)

18 19 20 21 22 23

 Happy Birthday

Arlene Dahl (88)

12:30pm  Mission

 Quilters

7:00pm Dartball 

9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship w/ HC

3

29

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

combined service at

Trinity Lutheran Church

25 26 27

NO WORSHIP SERVICE

4:00pm Bell Practice

First Lutheran 

Fellowship Hall

4:00pm Bell Practice

First Lutheran 

Fellowship Hall

4:00pm Bell Practice

First Lutheran 

Fellowship Hall

4:00pm Bell Practice

First Lutheran 

Fellowship Hall

Trinity Lutheran Church
Dartball League

Deadline for

Oct / NovTrumpet

Sept 9-16

Wms County Fair

Catechism - St. Peter’s

Catechism - Trinity

Loaves & Fishes
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